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ROLL SUPPORTING SLmE CUTTER ASSEMBLY 

Field of the Invention 
[0001] The present invention relates generally to slide cutter assemblies for use 
with severing unreeled sections of wrap material from a roll thereof. More 
particularly, the present invention discloses such a roU supporting slide cutter 
assembly incorporating a traversable cutter tab and which is in particular capable of 
being supported within a conventional carton enclosure associated with the roU of 
wrap material. 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] The prior art is replete with exanq)les of wrap dispensing and cutting 
devices, the purpose for which is to cut or section an unwound length of a packaging 
or covering type material. The most commonplace of such devices are typically 
provided as generally elongated and rectangular shaped packaging within which is 
held a suitable roll of material. A shelf edge of the packaging, typically revealed upon 
pivotally opening an associated lid, includes a serrated knife-edge such that, upon 
unwinding the desired length of packaging, the wrap may be biased against the knife 
edge and the unwound section removed. 

[0003] Shortcomings associated with the conventionally known knife-edged 
packaging include the incidence of the unwound packaging not severing proprarly 
and/or becoming bunched or folded together. With particular regards again to such 
conventional types of packaging, this can result in the sectioned packaging being 
substantially rendered useless. 

[0004] Accordingly, attempts have been made in the relevant art to improve 
upon the sectioning and removal of such conventional packaging materials. One 
example of this is illustrated in U.S. Patent No. 4,957,023, issued to Chen, and which 
teaches a plastic wrap dispenser with a battery-operated cutting device adapted for 
cutting a section of thin plastic wrap from the roll. The cutting device is fixed on a 

1 
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mount and is able to be slidably moved along a fixed track by way of a transmission 
mechanism activated by a battery-powered motor. 

[0005] A ftirther example of a manually operable sectioning device is taught by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,223,639, issued to Chen, and which teaches an aluminum foil safety 
fixture which utilizes a slide plate for gradually separating the foil. The slide plate 
iacludes arched pressing edge, fitted to a push unit installed with at least one pair of 
slide pressing rollers, and movably assembled in a slide rail associated with a main 
base unit. A supporting plate extends jfrom the main base unit and a clasp plate can be 
directly flatted to a wall of the aluminum foil packaging box to facilitate unwinding and 
sectioning of lengths thereof. 

[0006] Similar to Chen 6,223,639, other and additional examples of film cutting 
devices include U.S. Patent No. 5,758,559, issued to Capitao, and U.S. Patent No. 
5,440,961, issued to Lucas, Jr., each of which include a track mechanism of some sort 
mounted in lengthwise extending fashion to an exposed shelf edge of a conventional 
packaging and including a t5^e of button configured sectioning blade for traversing 
the length of the track mechanism over which is laid the packaging. 

[0007] Finally, an additional set of prior art references teach cutter assembhes 
in which a slide cutter according to some configuration is buUt into a housing, in turn 
configured to hold a roll of the wrap material. Examples of such assemblies include 
those disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 6,105,481, issued to Schuler, U.S. Patent No. 
4,197,774, issued to Singh et al., and U.S. Patent No. 4,156,382, issued to Baker. 
Smnmary of the Invention 

[0008] The present invention is a sUde cutter assembly for use in sectioning 
lengths of a packaging material drawn firom a conventional roll. The slide cutter 
assembly is also an improvement over prior art devices in that it is capable of 
supporting the roll of packaging material in secure and rotatable fashion, while at the 
same time capable of being supported, in a preferred embodiment, witiiin a generally 
elongated and three-dimensional configuration of a carton-type product packaging 
associated with the roll of material. 
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[00091 The slide cutter assembly includes an elongated body having a top edge 
established by a perpendicularly extending film support ledge, a bottom edge, a first 
end and a second end. First and second roll supporting portions are, in the preferred 
embodiment, integrally formed with the ends of the elongated body and are each 
typically interconnected witti the main carrier body by means of a flexible and living 
hinge. 

[0010] Each of the roll supporting portions also includes a planar base support 
and a circular cross sectional shaped and extending core support portion. It is further 
envisioned that the extending core support portions are capable of being configured in 
any one of a number of different tapered or angled variants, the purpose of which is to 
facilitate seating within the associated open end of the roll holding the flexible 
material and such as during pivoting of the roll support portions relative to the main 
body. Interengaging latch portions establish the roll supporting portions isi a 
substantially 90° angle relative to the extending main body and such that the core 
support portions are seated within the oppositely extending and open ends of the roll 
of wrap material upon them being rotated into place. 

[0011] A cutter assembly extends in lengthwise fashion jfrom an associated 
upper edge of the main planar shaped body. The cutter assembly is preferably secured 
in traversable fashion along an associated edge of the elongate main body. 

[0012] In the preferred embodiment, the cutter assembly includes a blade 
assembly exhibiting both a gripping portion and a track seating portion, between 
which is situated fitrst and second angled blade edges. A rail, typically constructed of a 
coextnided plastic material, is mounted to an upper extending edge of the elongated 
body, typically by seating elongated and downwardly extending gripping portions 
associated with the rail upon projecting snap portions associated with the main body. 
The top surface of the rail may exMbit fihn attracting properties and m order to assist 
in drawing upon the rail any type of either electrostatically attracting wrap material 
(such as again film wrap) or adhesively attracting material, and such as may be 
accomplished by applying a tacking material. 



3 



wo 03/106121 



PCT/US03/1876r 



[0013] An axially extending and interior channel is associated with the rail and 
within which is seated the track seating portion of the cutter assembly. End stops are 
fbrfher associated with the upper edge of the main body and, upon assembly of the rail, 
prevent inadvertent removal of the cutter tab &om the rail. End stop geometry works 
in conjunction with the cutting tab design to maximize the width of the wrap that can 
be sectioned for a given slide cutter assembly width and by virtue of permitting the 
cutting tab to extend partially beyond the associated rail. 

[0014] In use, the roll of wrap material is mounted in rotatably supporting 
fashion between the roll supporting portions and such that the flexible material to be 
withdrawn (plastic wrap, foil, paper, etc.) is arrayed in either an over roll or under roll 
dispensing condition. It is also a preferred embodiment of the invention that the cutter 
assembly is capable of being supported within the confines of a conventional, three- 
dimensional and elongated carton, and with which the roll material is usually initially 
packaged. Upon withdrawing a desired area (length by width) of the flexible material, 
the cutter tab is actuated, substantially across the traversable length of the rail, and in 
order to section the desired area of material j&om the roll. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0015] Reference wiU now be made to the attached drawings, when read in 
combination with the following detailed description, wherein like reference numerals 
refer to like parts throughout the several views, and in which: 

[0016] Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view of the insertable slide cutter 
assembly in use with a roll of wrap material and supported within a conventional 
carton according to the present invention; 

[0017] Fig. lA is a perspective illustration of the slide cutter assembly 
according to an alternate configuration and which in particular illustrates the manner 
in which the cutting tab with offset track seating portions is capable of displacing a 
selected distance beyond an outermost edge of an associated rail support; 

[0018] Fig. IB is an enlarged end view m perspective of the sUde cutter 
assembly illustrated in Fig. lA; 

4 
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[0019] Fig. 2 is an exploded view in perspective of the insartable slide cutter 
assembly according to Fig. 1 and illustrating the features of the cutting tab, extruded 
plastic rail and main carrier according to the present invention; 

[0020] Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a roll supporting spool holder in hinged 
relationship with the main earner body and further illustrating the film support ledge 
of the main carrier in addition to the features of the end stop and rail side supports 
according to the present invention; 

[0021] Fig. 4 is a sectional illustration of a variation of the roll supporting 
portion and main carrier body shown in Fig. 3, and further illustrating the support 
portion exhibiting an increased length of lead-in edge in order to provide guiding 
support of the product roll core during the 90° rotation of the support portion relative 
to the main carrier body; 

[0022] Fig. 5 is a still further variation in sectional illustiration of a selected and 
hingedly associated roll support portion, and showing a conical addition to the support 
portion in order again to provide a guide into the product roll core during the 90° 
rotation of the support portion relative to the main carrier body; 

[0023] Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the cutter knob mounted in tiraversable 
fashion within the co-extiiided rail and according to the present invention; 

[0024] Fig. 6A is a perspective view of a cutter tab according to a modified 
variant of the present invention; 

[0025] Fig. 6B is a bottom view of the cutter tab illustrated in Fig. 6A and 
fiirtiier showing the offset configuration of the track seating portion and in order to 
permit the cutter tab to translate a partial distance beyond the associated rail; 

[0026] Fig. 6C is a side elevational view of the cutting tab illustated in Figs. 
6A and 6B; 

[0027] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a combination rail and cutting tab 
arrangement mounted directiy to such as a wall of a cardboard roll supporting 
container; 
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[0028] Fig. 8 is an enlarged end perspective of the arrangement illustrated in 
Fig. 7 and again showing the ability of the cutter tab with offset track seating portions 
to displace a preselected distance beyond the associated end of a rail support; and 

[0029] Fig. 9 is a rotated perspective illustration, showing a roU supporting 
carton container in phantom, and again illustrating the combination rail and cutting tab 
according to the embodiment of Fig. 7 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

[0030] Referring to Fig. 1, a slide cutter assembly is illustrated at 10 for use in 
rotatably supporting and sectioning lengths ofpacltaging material associated with a 
wound roll 12 of such material. As described previously, the present invention is an 
improvement over prior art devices in that it is capable of supporting the roll of 
packaging material in secure and rotatable feshion, either in an over dispensing or 
under dispensing condition, this fiirfher being a variable of the direction in which the 
leading edge of the roU unreels. 

[0031] Additionally, the slide cutter assembly 10 is capable of functioning alone 
with the wound roll 12 of packaging material supported thereupon or, alternatively, 
may be inserted in substantially contained fashion within the generally elongated and 
three-dimensional configuration of the product packaging. The carton, 13, as shown 
in phantom at 13 in Fig. 1, includes three elongated and interconnecting sides 14, 16 
and 18, a fourth side 20 hingedly connected along side edge 18, such that the fourth 
side 20 defines a M and further includes an angled end flap 22. Although not clearly 
illustrated in Fig. 1, the carton also includes ends, which interconnect with the three 
elongated sides 14, 16 and 18, and a representative end is shown at 24. To again 
confirm whathasbeenpieviouslyexplainedjthesUdecutterassembly can function 
either as an insert within the conventional wrap carton or, altenatively, can operate 
exclusive of the carton and such as further by either mounting t^j assembly upon any 
suitable surface or utilizing the assembly in a free standing and supported manner. 

[0032] Referring again both to the assembled view of Fig. 1 and the exploded 
view of Fig. 2, the assembly 10 includes an elongated body, referenced generally at 24 
in Fig. 2. The body 24 defines a main portion of the slide cutter assembly and is 
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usually constructed of a suitable and molded material, although it is further understood 
that other materials can also be utilized within the scope of the invention. 

[00331 The elongate extending length of the main body may include (without 
limitation) apertured portions, such as illustrated by inner facing surfaces 26, 28 and 
30, and in order to reduce weight and material investment. Additional features include 
an upper ledge 32, with contoured edge surface 33, typically supported at 34 and 36 
(see again Fig. 2) relative the main body, and upwardly projecting snap portions 38, 40 
and 42, extending from a base surface 44 (again Fig. 2) of the main body which 
facilitates installation of an attachable rail atop the base surface 44. Also extending 
upwardly from the main carrier body 24 are first and second end stops 46 and 48 and 
which (as will be ftirther described in greater detail) maintain the cutting tab (to be 
further disclosed) within the cutter assembly, while maximizing the widtii of film that 
can be cut for any given slide cutter assembly width. 

[0034] A pair of roll supporting portions are illustrated generally at 50 and 52, 
see again as best shown in Fig. 2 as well as in Fig. 3, and according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present mvention. Each of the roll supporting portions 50 and 52 
includes a planar disposed portion, see at 54 and 56 respectively, as well as a circular 
cross sectional shaped and projecting core support portion, see at 58 and 60. 

[0035] As ftirther shown in Fig. 1 , a representation of a roll of flexible material 
is shown and includes oppositely open core ends (see at 62 in Fig. 1) as well as an 
unreeled area of material, see at 64. As again described previously, tiie flexible 
material is most broadly described as including any suitable material capable of being 
dispensed from a roll, such further including plastic (fihn) wrap, foil, p aper or any 
other suitable material. 

[0036] The roll supporting portions 50 and 52 are pivotally secured to the 
opposite ends of the main body 24 by virtue of living hinges, see at 66 and 68 
respectively. First and second pairs of latching portions are associated with each of 
the first and second roll supporting portions 50 and 52, and such is further illustrated 
at 70 and 72 for roll supporting portion 50 and at 74 and 76 for roll supporting portion 
52. 
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[0037] Each of the latching portions 70 and 74 are constructed according to a 
first configuration with a male projecting portion and by which they are respectively 
seated between pairs of spaced apart and biasing members associated with the latching 
portions 72 and 76. In this fashion, and as is best illustrated in Fig. 1, the roll 
supporting portions 50 and 52 are rotated inwardly to approximately a 90° angular 
orientation relative to the main carrier body 24, at which point the projecting core 
support portions 58 and 60 seat within the oppositely open ends of the roll of material 
and to thereby rotatably support the roll of material upon the assembly 10. Also 
shown at 78 and 80 (see Figs. 1 and 5) are gripping dimples which project from an 
outer fece of each of the planar portions 54 and 56 and which function to assist in 
mechanically holding the cutter assembly 10 within the conventional carton interior 
(see again Fig. 1) and during use. 

[0038] It is fijTther understood that the slide cutter assembly, while preferably 
being capable of shipped ir a substantially flattened condition and such as is permitted 
by the rotatable roll supporting portions, can also incorporate other suitable roll 
supporting portions, such as those which are not connected by living hinges, but rather 
are flexibly comiected to the ends of the main carrier body 24, and without the 
additional need of latching portions, and such that they are aheady substantially in 
their perpendicular angular relationship. It is envisioned that, in such an application, 
the roU supporting ends are simple biasingly flexed to seat over the open core ends of 
the roll. 

[0039] As best illustrated in Fig. 2, an elongated rail is generally illustrated at 
82. The rail is preferably constructed of an extruded plastic material or materials, such 
as constructed ftom an ABS, PVC or other suitable material. It is also contemplated 
that the rail may be constructed from other materials, either machined, molded or 
formed by conventional process techniques, and which are contemplated to be within 
the scope of the present invention. Therail 82 includes, as is best shown in cross 
section, an interior upper channel 84 communicable with a top surface of the rail by a 
gap 86, and as well as a pan of downwardly extending and elongated/biasing gripping 
portions 88 and 90. 
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[0040] A cutter assembly is provided in combination with the attachable and 
elongated rail and such includes the provision of a cutter tab assembly 92 (see again 
Fig. 2). In a preferred embodiment, the cutting tab 92 includes a stainless steel blade 
having oppositely angled edges 94 and 96, a first or upper gripping portion 98 
(typically ergonomically configured) and a second or lower track seating portion 100, 
and which is configured for inserting in end fashion within the interior channel 84 of 
the elongated rail 82. As will be further explained in reference to Figs. 6A-6C, as well 
as Figs. lA and IB, the lower track seating portion preferably incorporates offeet 
seating portions in order to enable it to extend a partial end distance beyond an 
associated rail support. However, and for purposes of Fig. 6 only, it is also understood 
that the track seating portion can adopt any configuration, such as including a smooth 
and substantially "U" end sectional shape as illustrated. 

[0041] The cutter tab blade is constructed so that it Hes symmetrical about a 
vertical centerline established by the tab cutter and thereby so that it, upon being 
installed within the rail, is traversable in both directions to cut the flexible material. 
The blade may further be made fi-om other materials such as carbon steel, plastic or 
any other material that will enable a smooth cut of the product being severed. 

[0042] In use, the cutter tab 92 is first mounted in its end inserting fashion 
within the rail 82, the rail then being attached in seating fashion upon the surface 44 of 
the main carrier body 24 and by biasingly/snappingly engaging tiie downwardly 
extending gripping portions 88 and 90 upon the upwardly projecting snap portions 38, 
40 and 42 and further such that the rail 82 is rendered more rigid by being secured atop 
the main carrier body and seated between the closed end stops 46 and 48. The 
traversable path of the cutter tab 92 is such that it extends a selected distance beyond 
an end of the unreeled flexible (wrap) material 64 and to facilitate complete cutting of 
the wrap material in end-to-end fashion. 

[0043] The top surface of the rail 82, in proximity to the blade traversing gap 
86, operates to athract the unreeled surface of the flexible material and in order to 
facilitate the operation of the cutter tab 92. In particular, the rail may iuclude the 
application of a tacky surface and which s erves to hold such as a fihn material for 
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cutter, as well as to keep the film at a convenient and consistent location so that it can 
be acquired for a succeeding cut. The rail may also include the provision of a tacky or, 
alternately, application of electrostatic attracting properties in order to draw or adhere 
such as a jaim wrap layer thereupon. It is also contemplated that the ledge, 32, may 
also be roughened or otherwise material selected to make it unattractive (non- 
adhering) to the product being severed. 

[0044] The plastic portion associated with the cutter tab 92 is further preferably 
constructed of a High Impact Polystyrene (HIPS) material and in order to provide a 
safe human interface to the angled surfaces of the cuttiag blade. Insert molding of the 
blade within the cutter tab is preferred, but the blade may also be inserted within 
molded pieces which are then glued, ultiasonically welded, or similarly joined together 
to secure the blade. Plastic blades may be molded as an integral part of, and at the 
same time as, the rest of the cutter tab. It is also envisioned that the bottom of the 
track seating portion 100 of the cutter tab may be designed such that the tab can extend 
partially past each of the end s tops 4 6 and 4 8 ( see F ig. 6 ) o f the c arrier and in an 
attempt to limit the overall length of the conventional box design. 

[00451 Referring to Fig. 4, a sectional illustration of a variation of the roll 
supporting portion and main carrier body previously shown in Fig. 3 is further 
illustrated. Of note, the circular cross sectional and projecting core support portion 
102 exhibits an increasing length lead-in edge (see edge taper 104) in order to provide 
guiding support of the product roll core during the 90° rotation of the support portion 
relative t o t he m ain c arrier b ody. A Iso i llustrated at 1 06 in Fig. 4 is a support tab 
which extends normally from an end face of the planar portions associated with an end 
supports and which, in the engaged position of Fig. 1, assists in supporting the sKde 
cutter assembly in level fashion, and as the assembly is end loaded into a carton. 

[0046] Referring to Fig. 5, a still further variation in sectional illustration is 
shown of a selected and hingedly associated roll supporting portion. In particular, and 
in contrast to the illustrations of either Figs. 3 or 4, Fig. 5 shows a conical addition 108 
to an associated and pivotable roU support holder 1 10 in order again to provide a guide 
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into the product roll core during the 90° rotation of the support portion relative to the 
main carrier body. 

[00471 Referring now to Figs. 6A-6C, a preferred variation 1 12 is illustrated of 
a cutter tab according to the present invention and which was previously alluded to in 
the above-referenced description of Fig. 6. The cutter tab 112 is similar to that 
previously illustrated and described at 92 in Fig. 2, and includes such conunon features 
as an upper and ergonomicaUy configured gripping portion 114 and a blade (steel, 
plastic or otherwise) exhibiting oppositely angled and cutting edges 116 and 118. In 
the preferred embodiment, a stainless steel blade is molded into a plastic holder and is 
configuredsoastobesymmetricalabouta vertical centerline, enabling it to cut in 
both traversable directions. 

[00481 Of note, the preferred embodiment of the cutter tab 1 12 further includes 
a lower track seating portion having first 120 and second 122 angularly offset portions. 
The purpose of the offset portions 120 and 122. as previously described, is to facilitate 
the translation of the cutter tab 112 a partial distance beyond an edge of an associated 
rail (not shown) and to ensure complete sectioning of a length of wrap material. 
Additionally, the configuration of the offsetting portions 120 and 122 is such that the 
overall lengfli of the box enclosure can be minimized and further that, upon sliding the 
tab into the rail 82 extrusion with top extending slot 86, the cutting tab is securely 
captured into tiie assembly. Reference is ftffther made to the illustrations of Figs. 1 A 
and IB which present a first overall and second enlarged end perspective of a sUde 
cutter assembly according to a furflier preferred embodiment and by which a selected 
offset seating portion (120 or 122) is permitted to extend a selected distance beyond an 
associated end of the rail support 82 and selected end stop (46 or 48). 

[00491 As also illustrated at 124 and 126 in Figs. 6A and 6C, rivets 124 and 126 
can be formed in the sides of the cutter tab 112 and in order to secure the blade (see 
edges 116 and 118) in place. As further illustrated in Fig. 6A, a thermal riveting 
process, as well as any type of mechanical riveting process, may be employed for 
securing the blade within the tab assembly. 
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[0050] Referring now to Figs. 7-9, a series of rotated perspective views are 
shown of a combination rail and cutting tab arrangement mounted directly to a wall of 
a roll supporting container, such as again may be formed of a cardboard or other 
suitable material. Figure 7 illustrates at 124 a first perspective view of a combination 
rail and cutting tab arrangement mounted directly to such as the wall of a cardboard 
roll supporting container 13 and such has been previously substantially described and 
illustrated in Fig. lA. 

[0051] In particular, an extruded, and typically planar shaped, member is 
illustrated at 126 and is attached, such as directly to an iaside surface of a front side 14 
of the cardboard box in, one preferred arrangement, by a plurality of rivets 128. It is 
also understood that the extruded slide cutter piece 126 can alternatively be attached 
by such as gluing, stapling, or otherwise affixing to the box front. 

[0052] As is also illustrated in the enlarged perspective of Fig. 8, again shown is 
the cutter tab assembly 112 as described in Figs. 6A-6C. Upon being mounted within 
a rail portion 130 forming a top extending edge of the extrusion 126, the cutter tab 1 12 
with offset track seating portions 120 and 122 displaces a preselected distance beyond 
the associated end of the rail support extrusion 130. Although not further illustrated, it 
is understood that a stop is added to each end of the top rail extrusion 130 and in order 
to maintain the tab in place. 

[0053] Also illustrated in phantom in Figs. 7 and 8 is one of two roll supporting 
portions, see at 132, which are formed into the sides of the carton and which assist in 
positionally and rotatably securing the roll of wrap material for selective unreeling and 
sectioning. It is further understood that the roU supporting portions can be provided as 
push-in tabs (see further at 134) which maintain the roU sufficiently in place. 
Although further not shown, it is also understood that the carton design of Figs. 7-9 
can include the top extendmg shelf or ledge with contoured edge surfaces (see such as 
at 32 and 33 in Fig. 1) and it is desired that the roll of material is held in a direction 
toward the rear of the container in order to prevent the roll from repositioning imder 
the sKde cutter or top extending shelf. 
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[00541 Having described the presently preferred embodiments, it is to be 
understood that alternative embodiments may be incorporated without deviating from 
the scope of the appended claims. In particular, the shaping of the blade assembly 32 
may be altered to any desired configuration and may further contemplate the 
incorporation of a designer button or the like. 

[00551 As also previously described, the assembly can be constructed so that it 
is capable of being shipped in a substantially flattened configuration, through the use 
of the living hinges, and such as is furflier loaded into an existing carton packaging 
and along with the roll of wrap material. It is also envisioned that the assembly can be 
constructed as multiple components according to any type of inanufacturing, e.g., 
extrasion molding, etc. 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn fcom a roU, the roll including a core having oppositely open ends, said 
assembly coniq>rising: 

an elongated body; 

a first roll supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a 
second roll supporting portion located at a second end, the oppositely open ends 
of the fihn roU core seating within said first and second roll supporting portions 
and in order to rotatably secure the packaging roll to the elongated body; and 

a cutter assembly located along a lengthwise extending surface 
associated with said elongated body, said cutter assembly incorporating a 
traversable blade for sectioning firom the roll an unwound length of the 
material. 

2. The slide cutter assembly as described in clahn 1, said blade of 
said cutter assembly fiirfher comprising a first gripping portion and a second track 
seating portion traversably supported within a rail associated with said elongated body. 

3. The sUde cutter assembly as described in clam 2, said track 
seating portion fiirther comprising first and second offset portions for facilitating 
traversing of said blade a selected distance beyond an end of said rail. 

4. The sUde cutter assembly as described in claim 2, said rail further 
con:^rising an elongated and extruded plastic exhibiting an interior channel for 
receiving said track seating portion of said blade in traversable fashion. 

5. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 4, said rail further 
comprismg first and second downwardly extending and elongated gripping portions, 
said elongated body further comprismg at least one projecting snap portion over which 
said gripping portions are biasingly engaged. 
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6. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, said elongated 
body furtber comprising a planar shaped and elongated support ledge upon which is 
supported an unwound portion of the flexible material. 

7. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 6, said support 
ledge further comprising a contoured extending edge. 

8. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 6, the flexible 
material further including a plastic fihn wrap, said support ledge further exhibitmg 
properties for preventing the fihn wrap from adhering to the surface of the support 
ledge. 

9. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, each of said 
first and second roll supporting portions being integraUy formed with said elongated 
body and being hingedly movable relative thereto by a living hinge. 

10. The sHde cutter assembly as described in claim 9, said first and 
second roll supporting portions further comprising first latching portions, said 
associated ends of said elongated body further comprising second latching portions 
which, upon pivoting of said roU supporting portions, interengage with said first 
latching portions. 

11. The sUde cutter assembly as described in claim 10, said first and 
second roll supporting portions each fiirther comprismg a planar portion from which 
projects a ckcular cross sectional shaped core support portion, a support tab projects 
from an associated edge of at bast one of said planar portions and for assisting in 
supporting said assembly during automated end load cartoning of a loaded slide cutter 
assembly. 
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12. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 11, said core 
support portion further comprising a tapered extending edge to facilitate guiding into 
the associated open ends of the roll core during engaging rotation of the roll 
supporting portions, 

13. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 11, said core 
support portion further comprising a conical shaped edge to facihtate guiding into the 
associated open ends of the roll core during engaging rotation of the roll supporting 
portions. 

14. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 11, further 
comprising at least one dimple projecting from an outer face of each of said planar 
portions, said dimples assist in mechanically holding said assembly within a 
conventional carton mterior associated with the material roll. 

15. The sUde cutter assembly as described m claim 5, further 
comprising first and second rail side supports secured atop said elongated body, said 
supports terminating in first and s econd end stops which, upon engagement of said 
rail, define abutting end locations of said traversable blade. 

16. The sUde cutter assembly as described in claim 8, said rail fiirfher 
comprismg a co-extruded tacky material applied upon a top surface thereof for 
establishing fihn wrap attraction. 

17. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, further 
comprismg a generally elongated and three dimensional shaped packagmg, said cutter 
device being supported within an interior defined within said packaging and upon 
mounting the roll between the first and second supporting portions. 
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18. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a film 
wrap material drawn from a roll, the roU including a core having oppositely open ends, 
said assembly comprising: 

an elongated body having a first end and a second end, a planar shaped 
and elongated support ledge being defined along an upper surface of said body; 

a first roll supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a 
second roll supporting portion located at a second end, said roll supporting 
portions e ach further c omprising living hinges for permitting said supporting 
portions to be pivoted into opposingly engaging contact with the oppositely 
open ends of the fihn roll core and in order to rotatably secure the packaging 
roll to the elongated body; and 

a cutter assembly located along a lengiiiwise extending surface 
associated with said elongated body, said cutter assembly incorporating a 
traversable blade seated within an elongated rail secured upon said elongated 
body and for sectioning fixsm the roll an unwound length of the material. 

19. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 18, said support 
ledge further comprising a contoured edge and exhibiting properties for preventing flie 
film wrap from adhering to the surface of the support ledge. 

20. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn from a roll, tiie roll inchiding a core having oppositely open ends, said 
assembly comprising: 

an elongated body; 

a first roll supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a 
second roll supporting portion located at a second end, each of said roll 
supporting portions fiirther comprising a planar portion from which projects a 
circular cross sectional shaped core support portion, the oppositely open ends of 
the fihn roll core seating vdtiiin said first and second core support portions and 
in order to rotatably secure the packaging roll to tiie elongated body; and 
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a cutter assembly located along a lengthwise extending surface 
associated with said elongated body, said cutter assembly incorporating a 
traversable blade and associated rail portion for sectioning from the roll an 
unwound length of the material. 

21. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 19, further 
comcprising a generally elongated and three-dimensional shaped packaging, said cutter 
device being supported within an interior defined within said packaging and upon 
mounting the roU between the first and second supporting portions. 

22. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 20, said cutter 
assembly fiirther comprising first and second ofi&et track seating portions for 
fecilitatmg translation of said blade a selected distance beyond an associated extending 
edge of said rail portion. 

23. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn from a roll, the roll including a core having oppositely open ends, a 
generally elongated and box-shaped container holding said roll, said assembly 
comprising: 

a planar shaped member secured to a front facing side of the box, said 
meatnber including a top extending rail portion; and 

a cutter tab s ecured within said rail portion in traversable fashion and 
including first and second angled blades for sectioning lengths of the material drawn 
from the roU. 

24. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, fiurfher 
comprismg a plurality of rivets for securing said extruded member to an inner facmg 
surface of the box. 
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25. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, said cutter tab 
further comprising a pair of offsetting end stop portions which, in combination with 
said top extending rail portion, permits said angled blades to extend a distance beyond 
an associated end of said top extending rail portion. 

26. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 25, further 
comprising an end stop located at each end of said top rail extrusion and operable to 
maintain said cutter tab in place. 

27. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, further 
comprising roll supporting portions formed into sides of the carton and which assist in 
positionally and rotatably seeming the roll of wrap material for selective unreeling and 
sectioning. 



28. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 27, said roll 
supporting portions further comprising push-in tabs. 
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